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ring story.  I had a Kelly Green snowsuit with the leopard fur trim.  Later, however, that changed and blue has 
been my favorite color most of my life.  Maybe it's the color of "security," because the years we lived there were 
so carefree.

When Uncle Otis was growing up his mother was his world.  I don't ever remember hearing him mention his 
father.  He talked about how much his mother sacrificed for him to be able to go to law school, and he told me 
about how he made his first million dollars.  When he was a young attorney, he was assigned a case that was 
very difficult.   He worked on it for months, never quite being able to find the legal precedent that he needed.   
One evening, totally exhausted, he fell asleep over the law book he was researching.  When he woke up the book 
was on his lap and opened.  As he scanned the pages he saw the case information that he had been looking for.  
They went to court and won, and his payment for the case was a million dollars.  That was the money he used 
to purchase Kentland Farms.  I don't remember if his mother lived there or passed away before he moved to 
the farm.  I think he did a lot of renovation before he moved in, and she may have passed away while that was 
being done, but I'm not sure.  He did a lot of 
plastering, painting, refinishing floors, lighting, 
and so forth.   He was still doing them when we 
moved there.  The library was finished during 
that time.  I remember he was so proud of it.   It 
was my favorite room.  It had that soft lighting 
and such a comfortable feeling.   I've loved 
libraries and books ever since I first set foot in 
that room.

When I was a senior in high school we had to 
write about a time we remembered that brought 
back emotional feelings.  I wrote about sitting on 
Uncle Otis' lap as a small child while he played 
the piano; watching his fingers caress the piano 
keys while the strains of "Beautiful Dreamer" 
filled the room.  I felt safe, and loved, and totally happy.  I can still see the old sweater he wore, with holes in it 
and worn spots on the elbows.  He always wore leather bedroom slippers, and, I'm not sure he ever bought a 
new pair all of the time I knew him.  He wasn't much for clothes.  Ruby, who was his secretary when we first 
moved there, was always on to him about his appearance.  She picked out his dress clothes, and, he always 
looked elegant when he was dressed up.  But, around the house, you wouldn't have known he had a penny.  
There was no pretense about him.
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Growing Up In Gaithersburg

Memories from My Mother

By Marien Helz

My mother was vibrant and outgoing.  
She was asked to run for mayor of 
Gaithersburg when I was in junior high
—she thought about it and decided not 
to.  While she didn’t return to teaching 

full time after she married in spite of 
invitations to do so, she substituted in many of the 
Montgomery County schools, never refusing a call unless 
she really had to.  She knew all the teachers and staff in our 
schools and most of the students as well.

I recently got in touch with a friend from high school who 
told me that she saw my mother do a kindness for someone 
once, and while she could not remember what the gesture 
was, it changed not only the way she looked at my mother 
but the way she looked at teachers from then on.

A few years ago, I was attending a city dinner, and man at 
the table whom I did not know told me that he had had 
some type of problem, like dyslexia, my mother had really 
helped him.

Adah Helz was a woman who believed in contributing to the 
community she belonged to. She cooked for church dinners, 
ran the PTA fundraising dinners for the Lions Club, was 
active in the League of Women Voters and in political 
causes which she felt were crucial. Everyone knew her, and 
she kept her close friends for a lifetime.

And yet—you could never really know her.

Much of what she was had    ...  click to continue
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Quince Orchard High School 
Photography Contest Form 

Click Here
 

The application is in Adobe format. If you do not 
have Adobe on your computer, you can download 

a free copy here:
 

You may fill in the application on you computer, and then print it, 
or you may print it and than fill it in. The required signatures must 

be filled in after the form is printed.
 

Contest Guidelines:

1.  The 2009 Aurora Artisans Photography 
Contest is opened to Quince Orchard 
High School students in the photography 
classes. 

2.  Contest entrants must be recommended 
by their photography teacher. 

3.  Contestants must submit a form with all 
required signatures by May 20, 2009. 

4.  The first prize winner will receive $150 

and publication in Maryland 20878®. 
5.  The second place winner will receive $75 

and publication. 
6.  Up to eight Honorable Mentions may also 

be selected. 
7.  Decisions of the judges are final. 

 

  ...  click to continue
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Greed and Its Solution

by Louis P. Solomon

Solution to Greed? How could I make 
such a bald statement and not expect 
to be laughed at? The Christian 
Church divides sins into venial sins, 
which are relatively minor and can be 
excised through the sacraments, and 
mortal sins. There are seven mortal 
sins, one of which  is Greed. Using 
Catholic jargon, it is a sin of excess. Greed can also be 
expressed as avarice or covetousness. One of the examples 
of Greed is gathering or hoarding objects for personal gain. 
Hmmmm. This seems to pointing toward what has driven 
the current financial disaster that has beset the United 
States, and in effect, the entire world. If the Catholic Church 
has declared it a cardinal sin, and has worried about the 
effects of humanity, without seeming to have humanity turn 
away from it, who am I to propose a solution?

Let me be a little more careful in my language and claims. It 
seems to me that there are lots of people, experts in all 
phases of finance and monetary policy, who have explained 
how the United States (and the rest of the world) has gotten 
itself into the current financial mess. They have explained 
how sub-prime mortgages evolved due to pressure from the 
politicians, banks, interested potential home owners, and 
from others whom I have not even considered. These 
explanations are, no doubt, technically correct. But, no one 
has explained why they occurred from a human point of 
view. I think that I can, and offer a solution to the problem 
in the future.

I recently heard a presentation by William D. Cohan, 
discussing         ... click to continue
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Louis Solomon's Past Columns

We are pleased to present viewpoint columns by Louis P.   Solomon.

Most of Louis Solomon's career was spent in the military-industrial community working on anti-
submarine systems.    He has also taught at the university level and founded the firm, Planning 
Systems.    His current interests include co-authoring books of fiction and non-fiction.   Solomon 
holds an MS degree in Aero/Astro from MIT and a BA and PhD in Engineering from UCLA.

Solomon is an avid amateur small boat sailor and cruises his sailboat, Dream Maker, on the 
Chesapeake Bay and up and down the East Coast.    He lives in the Kentlands with his wife, Leslie 
Marks.

Louis Solomon's past columns are available here in Adobe files.    Click on the links below to access the Adobe files.    
If you do not have Adobe on your computer, you can download a free copy here:

1.  The Birth of a Column   June 2005 
2.  Concepts of Responsibility and Courtesy   July 2005 
3.  Living with Gusto   August 2005 
4.  The Rise and Fall of Organizations   September 2005 
5.  The Real Issue in Dealing with Katrina   October 2005 
6.  Some Comments on the Supreme Court   November 2005 
7.  Confusion: Mine   December 2005 
8.  Working as Catharsis   January 2006 
9.  Government Eavesdropping   February 2006 

10.  Government Eavesdropping  How They Do It   March 2006 
11.  The Coming Catastrophe  Our Helplessness and Our Response   April 2006 
12.  The National Anthem   May 2006 
13.  Alternative Power Sources  with Dick Van Orden  June 2006 
14.  The Energy Problem  with Dick Van Orden  July 2006 
15.  Nuclear Power (Fission)  with Dick Van Orden  August 2006 
16.  Hydrogen and its Uses  with Dick Van Orden  September 2006 
17.  Fuel Cells with Dick Van Orden  October 2006 
18.  The Ultimate Automobile  with Dick Van Orden  November 2006
19.  Nuclear Power (Fusion)  with Dick Van Orden  December 2006 in Viewpoints
20.  Global Warming: True or False?  with Dick Van Orden  January 2007 in Viewpoints
21.  A Potential Partial Solution to our Oil ...  with Dick Van Orden  February 2007 in Viewpoints
22.  Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Disorders (ADRD)  with Dick Van Orden  March 2007 in Viewpoints
23.  To the Hilt  April 2007 in Viewpoints
24.  A Bittersweet Trip  May 2007 in Viewpoints
25.  Musings on Old Age  June 2007 in Viewpoints
26.  The Language Corps and the National Security Education Program  July 2007 in Viewpoints
27.  The Language Corps—Reprise  August 2007 in Viewpoints
28.  The Michael Vick Incident  September 2007 in Viewpoints
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29.  Mighty Oaks from Little Acorns Grow  October 2007 in Viewpoints
30.  I Don't Get It  November 2007 in Viewpoints
31.  What Shall we Do?  February 2008 in Viewpoints
32.  Some Ideas on What To Do   March 2008 in Viewpoints
33.  Random Thoughts  April 2008 in Viewpoints
34.  What Is Going On?  May 2008 in Viewpoints
35.  Our Veterans  June 2008 in Viewpoints
36.  Liberals and Conservatives: Who is Who?  July 2008 in Viewpoints
37.  Fear for the United States of America  August 2008 in Viewpoints
38.  Priorities and Decision Making: Energy in the U.S.  September 2008 in Viewpoints
39.  Some comments on a National Energy Policy  October 2008 in Viewpoints
40.  More thoughts on Energy Issues  November 2008 in Viewpoints
41.  Some Observations about Politics  December 2008 in Viewpoints
42.  My Naïve Elation  January 2009 in Viewpoints
43.  Live the Dream: Write Your Book!  February 2009 in Viewpoints
44.  The Future of Humanity  March 2009 in Viewpoints

      

...continued from the Viewpoints page:

his book, House of Cards: A A Tale of Hubris and Wretched Excess on Wall Street.  Mr. Cohan, used to be part 
of the Bear Stearns company before its collapse. He explained the entire detailed collapse from the human point 
of view. I suggest that you read the book, which I think is worth your time.

In essence, when firms like Bear Stearns were begun in the 1800s, they were all partnerships. A partnership is 
one where all the partners share in the good fortune (hopefully) or the bad fortune (not desired) of the 
company operations. While the shares are not necessarily equal, it was clear to all partners that if the firm 
made money they would share in the profits. If the firm lost money, then they would also lose money, in 
proportion. So far, so good. But, in the last 30 years or so, the private partnerships became public companies. 
There were contracts between the employees of the company (from the President on down) which specified 
that they would be reimbursed through paychecks and bonuses, based upon several measures; it was not one of 
the measures that they actually made money for the company. Thus the actual people who would suffer if 
the company did poorly financially, were the stockholders. Ostensibly, the stockholders would also prosper 
through the increasing value of the stock if the company made money.

Consider the meaning of this information. What if I gave you a contract where you played with my money, and 
you got a guaranteed bonus if you moved enough funds through your hands? Of course, if you made money for 
me, you would get bigger bonuses. But if you did not make money, even if you lost money, you would still get 
paid, according to a predetermined contract. How would this affect your behavior? Would your primary concern 
be for your own success or for mine? Would you take risks which might bring you large rewards, knowing that 
you would not have to stand and suffer if there were losses, coming about from your errors in judgment? 

The answer is on the front pages of the current newspapers and television news reports. The penalty for 
losing money was virtually non existent. No one really believed that a firm like Bear Stearns, or Lehman 
Brothers would collapse. Impossible! So, if you wanted to be paid a modest wage with enormous bonuses, 
not directly coupled to the actual business success, then how would this affect your behavior? You would take 
risks, and greater risks, and if things became really tough, still bigger risks.

But, what if you were a partnership? If you took risks that led to financial disaster, you and your partners 
would have no income. In fact, you would be out on the street. And, not only out on the street, but you would 
be broke because you and your partners would have to make up the deficits. Might this cause you to suffer a 
little behavior modification?

In effect, the concept of capitalism is that there are some people who are willing to take risks for potential gain. 
But there are close and immediate consequences. If you come up with a great idea, you test it in the market. 
If people buy your products, or services, then you make money. You get to reap the rewards. But if you decide 
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that something might not work, or the penalties you might personally suffer could be disastrous for you and 
your finances and partners, you would almost certainly temper your behavior.

I suggest that Greed can be controlled in practice. The people who run our world in banking, business, or any 
other fields of endeavor should realize that they can enjoy enormous rewards if they take a risk and it works. But, 
if it doesn't, then they, and they personally, will have to pay the costs.

This has worked for millennia. It was only when places like Bear Stearns, Lehman Brothers, AIG, and others 
allowed the direct cause and effect of actions to be modulated and people protected from their excesses that 
the current financial mess occurred.

So now that I have convinced you, can I also tell you how to solve our current economic mess? How do 
we get out of this morass? I don't know, but I certainly hope that there are people at the top who are 
in control (are they?) who do know. I can't help there, but I can and have noted how future failures like 
we are suffering through right now do not have to occur again.
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Eight Events Planned for 
Gaithersburg’s Green Week 

Celebration

The City of Gaithersburg invites 
residents to participate in eight activities 
that celebrate and improve the 
environment during Gaithersburg’s 
Green Week, April 17 through 27, 2009.  
In addition to being fun and 
educational, there are also great ways 
for students to earn service learning 
credits while making Gaithersburg a 
better place to live.

Environmental Family Fun Night

Friday, April 17, 7 p.m., Activity 
Center at Bohrer Park, 506 S. 
Frederick Ave.

Green Week kicks off with a special 
recycling-themed Environmental Family 
Fun Night.    Kathleen Jacobs brings 
recycling to life in “Magic Pots and 
Recycled Bottles,” a fun and exciting 
show that uses recycled materials to 
create imaginative characters and the 
world in which they live.  Admission is 
$2 per person, with a maximum of $5 
per family.  Children under the age of 
two are admitted free.  All children must 
be accompanied by an adult.  To 
register, call 301-258-6350.

Rain Barrel Workshop in 
Partnership with the City of 
Rockville

Saturday, April 18, 1:30 – 3:30 p.
m. at the Rockville Senior Center, 
1150 Carnation Dr.

Learn how to install and maintain rain 

 

Monday, April 20, 7:30 p.m., City Hall 
Council Chambers, 31 S. Summit Ave.

The Mayor and City Council will designate 
April 17 – 27 as “Gaithersburg Green Week” 
and April 21 as “Arbor Day” in the City of 
Gaithersburg.  Green Week festivities to 
celebrate and improve the environment will 
be announced at that time, including 
environmental awards, stream, park, and 
school cleanups and planting projects.

Arbor Day Celebration 

Tuesday, April 22

Children at a local elementary school will 
participate in an Arbor Day program, 
emphasizing the importance of trees in our 
community.   During the assembly, the 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
will present the City with its 20th Annual 
Tree City Award and the Mayor will donate a 
tree to the school.

Green Youth Service Project 

Wednesday, April 22

  

      

for lugging a reusable mug.

Change a Light Day

Friday, April 24

Save energy and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by 
changing at least one light in 
your home to an ENERGY 
STAR qualified light bulb.  To 
save the most energy and 
money, choose high-use 
fixtures such as kitchen ceiling 
lights, living room lights, 
bathroom vanity, and outdoor 
porch or post lamps. 
According to the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency, if every American 
home replaced just one light 
bulb with an ENERGY STAR, 
we would save enough energy 
to light more than 2.5 million 
homes a year and prevent 
greenhouse gases equivalent 
to the emissions of nearly 
800,000 cars.

Community Green Up Day

Saturday, April 25, 9 a.m. 
to Noon

Join hundreds of volunteers as 
they make a difference 
throughout the community by 
cleaning up and beautifying 
local streams, schools, parks, 
and homeowners association 
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